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ORDINARY TIME. EXTRAORDINARY INVITATION.

Over the past few weeks, we’ve been exploring how 
Christ invites each of us to take one step closer to 
Him. We’ve reflected on gathering as Companions 
on the Journey, walking alongside one another,  
and discovering that God often works through 
orindary people and in the ordinary moments  
of everyday life.

This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that God’s 
Kingdom often begins with something surprisingly 
small. Jesus compares it to a mustard seed—the 
smallest of seeds that grows into the largest of 
plants—and to a little yeast that transforms an 
entire batch of dough.

The message is both simple and encouraging:  
never underestimate what God can do with  
small beginnings.

As we continue our journey together, I’d like to offer 
the following thoughts for reflection.

1. God Often Begins with Something Small
Our culture tends to celebrate big moments, grand 
gestures, and impressive accomplishments. Yet 
Jesus points us in a different direction.

A tiny seed. A pinch of yeast. Something almost 
unnoticed. That’s often how God works in our lives.

A simple invitation to Mass. A kind conversation 
after church. A shared meal. A friendly smile. A 
prayer offered for someone in need.

These moments may seem ordinary, but in God’s 
hands they become opportunities for grace. We 
may never know how one small act of kindness or 
encouragement will shape another person’s journey 
of faith.

2. Friendship Helps Faith Grow
One of the greatest blessings of parish life is that 
we don’t simply worship alongside strangers. Over 
time, we become Companions on the Journey.

Friendships formed in a parish are unique because 
they are rooted in something greater than shared 
interests. They are rooted in Christ.

They grow while serving at Summer Supper, 
volunteering with a ministry, watching children 
laugh during Totus Tuus, sharing coffee after Mass, 
or gathering for a community event. They are 
strengthened through prayer, service, conversation, 
and simply showing up for one another.

Those friendships become places where faith can 
take root and flourish.

3. Joy Is Meant to Be Shared
Joy has a way of multiplying when we share it.

Think about the people who first welcomed you 
to OLBS, invited you into a ministry, or made you 
feel at home. Chances are they weren’t trying to do 
something extraordinary. They were simply sharing 
the joy they had already found. That same invitation 
belongs to each of us.

When we welcome someone new, invite a neighbor 
to join us, or introduce ourselves to someone we’ve 
seen but never met, we become part of the way 
God grows His Kingdom, one relationship at a time.

This week’s invitation is simple: Take one step 
closer to Christ by sharing the joy of friendship.

Invite someone to join you after Mass for coffee 
or a meal. Attend one of our parish or community 
summer gatherings together, like this Sunday’s 
Soccer Extravaganza with the Men’s Group. Reach 
out to someone you haven’t seen in a while. 
Welcome a new face. Make room for one more 
person in the conversation.

The smallest gestures often become the seeds that 
grow into lasting friendships.

As Companions on the Journey, we continue 
to discover that Christ is present not only in the 
extraordinary moments of life, but also in the quiet, 
faithful, everyday encounters that draw us closer to 
Him and to one another.

May we never underestimate what God can do 
through one conversation, one invitation, one 
friendship, and one small step taken in faith.

—Fr. Arthur
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

July 25/26

Mass Time Lector Extraordinary Ministers

5:00pm Bob Lester Lynette Lee 
Kathy Casterton 
Ray Bauer

8:00am 
Fr. Art

Ian Padua Julie Beesley 
Patricia Childress 
Judi Necek

9:15am Joe Wozniak Deacon Jerry 
Norie Ignacio 
Donna McGuire

10:30am  
Fr. Dennis 
Zalecki

Bill Piscitello Dan Schiffer 
Chris Schiffer 
Charles Glomski

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 
8:15am (SJE)

Jul 20 
Tamera Garrity, + Anton Hartaker,  
+ Thomas Whelan

Tuesday 
8:15am (QR)

July 21 
+ James O’Donnell, Tammy Garrity

Wednesday 
8:15am (SJE)

July 22 
+ Dominic Storto, Marlene Donohue,  
+ Chester Stelmachowski

Thursday 
8:15am (QR)

July 23 
Souls in Purgatory

Friday 
8:15am (SJE)

July 24 
Sara Grzeszczak

Saturday 
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

July 25 
+ Don & Rosemary Ottenstein

+ James O’Donnell, + Shawn Rubalino,  
+ Jeannie Bryak, + Nick Spaniak,  
+ Mary & Charles Vickstra

Sunday 
8:00am (QR) 

9:15am (SJE)

10:30am (QR)

July 26 
+ Eleazar Pineda Trevino, + Regina Ann 
Roman, + David Roller

For the people of the parish

+ Lou Gennuso, + Giovanni Geraci

MINISTRY & EVENTS
7:45am 
8:00am 
8:45am 
2-5:00pm

Mon-Sat: Morning Prayer (Tele or App) 
Mon-Sat: Divine Mercy Prior to Mass 
Mon-Sat: Rosary Follows Mass 
Tue-Fri: Teen Center Hours

Monday
6:30pm

Totus Tuus all week at QR Church/School
(Youth 9am-2:30pm; Teen 6:30-8:30pm)

July 20
Youth Ministry (Victory Centre)

Tuesday 
7:00pm

July 21 
Rosary (SJE)

Wednesday
8:15am 
9:00am 
1:00pm 
3:00pm
7:00pm

7:30pm

July 22 
Adoration begins w/Daily Mass (SJE) 
Wed Morning Bible Study (SJE Shea Hall) 
Prayer Shawl Ministry (SJE) 
Divine Mercy Chaplet (SJE)
Confessions (SJE) 
Bell Choir (QR)
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Thursday July 23

Friday
7:30pm

July 24
AA (SJE)

Saturday 
9:00am
Noon  

July 25 
Adoration begins w/Daily Mass (QR) 
Reconcilication (QR)

Sunday July 26

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Jan Becker, Theresa Clark, Tom Caimotto, Tim Connelly, Richard 
Conrad, Than Van Faughn, Haley & Marilyn Foss, Tamera 
Garrity, Eileen & Fran Gascon, Sandy Gran, Michael Grear, 
Mayor Craig Johnson, Midge K., Barb Krause, Edward Lang, 
Vincenza Maltese, Laura Tate McCarthy, Mary McKenzie, Howard 
Mikkelson, Alice Mulholland, Debby Novoryta, Randy Olsen, Gail 
Quick, Maria Roman, John Schneider, William Seiwert, Eileen 
Showalter, Thomas Smith, Michael Syslo, Tilla Tillnon, Mary Beth 
Tomaso, Jackie Vrtis, Steve Wong, Baby Scarlet, Ben’s Sister

Please contact the parish office at (847) 979-0901 to continue to have 
sick relatives or friends included here.

GRANT UNTO THEM ETERNAL REST

May God bless them and keep them... 
Victoria Grzesiakowski

Please pray for lives lost to violence and natural disasters.
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DON’T MISS OUT!
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FAMILY RESOURCES & EVENTS



6



7

STEWARDSHIP REPORT PARISH DIRECTORY

Weekly Offertory Goal $14,000

In-pew/Mail-in Offertory July 12, 2026 
(Sunday Attendance: 1,015)

$9,643.00

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal Pledges 
(Anticipated Rebate: $439)

$61,457.00

Your Stewardship Treasure returned to God for the 
support of our Parish ministries and His Church.

Thank you for your generosity.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
Fr. Arthur Bautista, Pastor 
x1013; arbautista@archchicago.org

Fr. Paul Àdajà, Associate Pastor 
x1009; padaja@archchicago.org

Mr. Jerry Szostak, Permanent Deacon 
x1008; jszostak@archchicago.org

Worship Sites
Queen of the Rosary Church (QR) 
750 W. Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

St. Julian Eymard Church (SJE) 
601 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village 
Office Hours 
Mon to Fri: 8:30am to 12:30pm

OLBSEGV.org | (847) 979-0901 |  
olbsegv@archchicago.org

School
Queen of the Rosary School 
690 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

Mr. Ryan Andersen, Principal 
randersen@qrcougars.org

QRSchool.org | (847) 437-3322

Parish Staff
Matt Ellefson, Maintenance 
mellefson@qrcougars.org

Jennifer Frazzini, Director of Operations 
jfrazzini@archchicago.org

Shana Goranson, Coordinator of Religious Education 
sgoranson@archchicago.org

Scott Kennelly, Maintenance 
x1005; sckennelly@archchicago.org

Anna Leininger, Lead Parish Secretary 
aleininger@archchicago.org

Mary Ellen Ottenstein, Director of Communications 
x1007; mottenstein@archchicago.org

Paul Van Lysebettens (Mr. Van),  
Director of Music & Youth Ministry  
x1006; pvanlysebettens@archchicago.org



8

BONUS FEATURE: LOOKING AHEAD
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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