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Scammers today are increasingly sophisticated, persistent, 
and—unfortunately—very effective, especially when they  
target seniors with messages designed to create urgency,  
fear, or emotional distress. Awareness is your best defense.  
By understanding common scam scenarios and knowing how  
to respond, you can protect yourself and help safeguard our 
entire community.

One of the most common tactics involves emails or texts 
asking you to “log in” and correct private information. These 
messages may appear to come from your bank, a utility 
company, or a government agency, often using official logos 
and urgent language like “Your account will be suspended.” The 
link, however, leads to a fake website designed to steal your 
personal information. Remember: legitimate organizations will 
not ask for sensitive information through unsolicited messages.

Another frequent scam comes through phone calls claiming 
you owe taxes or have overdue utility bills. These callers may 
threaten arrest, legal action, or service shutoffs unless you pay 
immediately—often using gift cards, wire transfers, or prepaid 
cards. These are clear red flags. Government agencies and utility 
companies do not operate this way.

Closer to parish life, some have received messages that appear 
to come from one of our priests, saying he is in a meeting but 
needs urgent help purchasing gift cards. These scams rely on 
trust and familiarity. Always verify such requests by contacting 
the parish office directly using a known number. Know that 
Fr. Arthur and Fr. Paul will never ask you to send gift cards or 
money to them urgently or secretly.

There are also several other scams becoming more common. 
The “grandparent scam” involves a caller pretending to be a 
grandchild in trouble, asking for money urgently and insisting 
on secrecy. Medicare scams may offer “free” equipment in 
exchange for your personal information. Tech support scams 
use alarming pop-ups or calls claiming your computer is 
infected and needs immediate repair and often asking for 
remote access. Package delivery texts try to trick you into 
clicking malicious links, while romance scams build emotional 
relationships over time before asking for money. You may also 
encounter fake sweepstakes winnings that require upfront 
fees, or charity scams, especially after disasters, asking for 
donations to fraudulent causes.

Despite their differences, most scams share common 
warning signs: a sense of urgency, requests for secrecy, and 
unusual payment methods. Poor grammar, unfamiliar email 
addresses, or suspicious links are also clues. Be cautious of 
messages that appear to come from someone you trust but use 
a suspicious email address. Scammers can “spoof” names to 
look familiar. Try hovering your mouse over the sender’s name, 
or tapping it on your phone, to reveal the actual email address. 
If it doesn’t match the real organization or person, it’s a red flag.  
If something feels off, trust your instincts.

If you receive an urgent or alarming request, follow a simple 
rule: STOP – VERIFY – ACT.

First, stop and do not respond right away, scammers rely on 
panic and pressure. Next, verify the situation using a trusted, 
independent phone number. For example, call your family 
member directly using a number you already have, contact the 
parish office if a message appears to come from Father, or 
reach out to your bank or utility company using their official 
number. Only after you have confirmed the situation is real 
should you act.

It is especially important to remember: never send money, 
gift cards, or personal information until you have verified the 
request, even if the message feels urgent or emotional. If you 
cannot immediately reach someone, do not proceed. Waiting is 
always safer than acting quickly.

If someone is threatening arrest, harm, or immediate 
consequences, hang up and contact your local police (non-
emergency line). If you believe you have already been targeted 
or victimized, contact your bank or credit card company 
immediately to secure your accounts, and report the incident 
to your local police department and the Federal Trade 
Commission at reportfraud.ftc.gov. 

You may also consider placing a fraud alert or credit freeze 
with the major credit bureaus. If you clicked a suspicious link or 
shared information online, it’s wise to have your device checked 
by a trusted IT professional or fraud expert to ensure it hasn’t 
been compromised.

Most importantly, remember this: you are not alone, and you 
are not to blame. Scammers are highly skilled at manipulation, 
and anyone can be caught off guard. One of the best protections 
we have is each other. When something feels urgent, pause and 
involve a trusted source before taking action.

Together, through awareness, vigilance, and community 
support, we can protect one another from those who seek to 
exploit trust and goodwill.

We also invite our seniors to join us for our first Lunch…and 
Learn! on Wednesday, April 29 from 11:00am to 1:00pm in 
Shea Hall. One of our featured topics will be how to recognize 
and avoid scams and fraud, along with other helpful resources 
for staying safe and informed. It’s a great opportunity to learn, 
ask questions, and enjoy fellowship together. We hope to see 
you there! 

Space is limited, so follow this link or scan the code below 
to signup: signupgenius.com/go/904054DADAC2CA7F49-
63159333-lunchand#/

RECOGNIZE POTENTIAL SCAMS AND FRAUD
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

April 18/19

Mass Time Lector Extraordinary Ministers

5:00pm Ray Bauer Lynette Lee 
Lisa Lang 
Rich Bellis

8:00am 
Fr. Art

Donna Tognocchi Paul Tognocchi 
David Bergman 
Kathy Bergman

9:15am Joe Wozniak Dan Storto 
Theresa Storto 
Judy Lorch

10:30am  
Fr. Art

Diane Ambrose Deacon Jerry 
Carol Styka 
Susan Tremko

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 
8:15am (SJE)

April 13 
+ Don & Rosemary Ottenstein

Tuesday 
8:15am (QR)

1:40pm (QR)

April 14 
+ Joan Crum, + Mary Pierini

School Mass

Wednesday 
8:15am (SJE)

April 15 

Thursday 
8:15am (QR)

April 16 

Friday 
8:15am (SJE)

April 17 

Saturday 
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

April 18 

+ Peter & Dorothy Shianna, + Dante Cutro 
For the people of the parish

Sunday 
8:00am (QR) 
 
9:15am (SJE)

 
10:30am (QR)

April 19 
+ Marian Hoey, + Edna Norma Mosquera

+ Ralph Anthony Freda, + Carmen Freda,  
+ George Gullo, Fr. Arthur

+ Concetta Bartucci

MINISTRY & EVENTS
7:45am 
8:00am 
8:45am 
2-5:00pm

Mon-Sat: Morning Prayer (Tele or App) 
Mon-Sat: Divine Mercy Prior to Mass 
Mon-Sat: Rosary Follows Mass 
Tue-Fri: Teen Center Hours

Monday
6:30pm

April 13
Baptism Preparation (SJE)

Tuesday 
7:00pm
7:30pm

Apri 14 
Weekly Rosary (SJE)
Respect Life Ministry (SJE)

Wednesday
8:15am 
9:00am
3:00pm
7:00pm

7:30pm

April 15 
Adoration begins w/Daily Mass (SJE) 
Wed Morning Bible Study (SJE Shea Hall) 
Divine Mercy Chaplet (SJE)
Confessions (SJE) 
Bible Timeline (SJE Shea Hall)
Bell Choir (QR)
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Thursday
6:30pm

April 16 
Alpha (SJE)

Friday
7:30pm

April 17 
AA (SJE)

Saturday 
8:15am
9:00am
Noon
1:30pm

April 18 
Adoration begins w/Daily Mass (QR)
Prayer Shawl Ministry (SJE Shea Hall)
Reconcilication (QR)
Journey of the Heart Grief Share (SJE)

Sunday 
10:30am
6:00pm

April 19 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (QR)
Youth Ministry CHWC Info Session (SJE)

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Terry Bauer, Theresa Clark, Richard Conrad, Than Van Faughn, 
Haley & Marilyn Foss, Eileen & Fran Gascon, Sandy Gran, 
Michael Grear, Sarah Grzeszczak, Victoria Grzesiakowski, Mayor 
Craig Johnson, Midge K., Edward Lang, Vincenza Maltese, Laura 
Tate McCarthy, Eileen Meyer, Alice Mulholland, Debby Novoryta, 
Don Obrochta, Randy Olsen, Gail Quick, Maria Roman, John 
Schneider, William Seiwert, Eileen Showalter, Thomas Smith, 
Tilla Tillnon, Mary Beth Tomaso, Jackie Vrtis, Ben’s Sister

Please contact the parish office at (847) 979-0901 to continue to have 
sick relatives or friends included here.

GRANT UNTO THEM ETERNAL REST

May God bless them and keep them... 
Joe Banquells, Angie Strazzante, Joan Saltarski, Megan Ivanich, 
Billie Brutto, Pauline Carlson

Please pray for lives lost to violence and natural disasters.
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DON’T MISS OUT!
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FAMILY RESOURCES & EVENTS
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT PARISH DIRECTORY

Weekly Offertory Goal $14,000

In-pew/Mail-in Offertory Mar 29, 2026 
(Sunday Attendance: 1,372)

$10.046.00

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal Pledges 
(Goal $61,000)

$37,280.00

Your Stewardship Treasure returned to God for the 
support of our Parish ministries and His Church.

Thank you for your generosity.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
Fr. Arthur Bautista, Pastor 
x1013; arbautista@archchicago.org

Fr. Paul Àdajà, Associate Pastor 
x1009; padaja@archchicago.org

Mr. Jerry Szostak, Permanent Deacon 
x1008; jszostak@archchicago.org

Worship Sites
Queen of the Rosary Church (QR) 
750 W. Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

St. Julian Eymard Church (SJE) 
601 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village 
Office Hours 
Mon to Fri: 8:30am to 12:30pm 
Tue to Thu: 2:00pm to 7:oopm

OLBSEGV.org | (847) 979-0901 |  
olbsegv@archchicago.org

School
Queen of the Rosary School 
690 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

Mr. Ryan Andersen, Principal 
randersen@qrcougars.org

QRSchool.org | (847) 437-3322

Parish Staff
Matt Ellefson, Maintenance 
mellefson@qrcougars.org

Jennifer Frazzini, Director of Operations 
jfrazzini@archchicago.org

Shana Goranson, Parish Secretary 
sgoranson@archchicago.org

Scott Kennelly, Maintenance 
x1005; sckennelly@archchicago.org

Christine Nagle,  
Coordinator of Lifelong Faith Formation 
x1004; cnagle@archchicago.org

Mary Ellen Ottenstein, Director of Communications 
x1007; mottenstein@archchicago.org

Paul Van Lysebettens (Mr. Van),  
Director of Music & Youth Ministry  
x1006; pvanlysebettens@archchicago.org
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BONUS FEATURE: LOOKING AHEAD
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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