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If January ever leaves you feeling a little time-
disoriented, you’re not alone. Between new 
calendars, fresh planners, and the occasional 
“Wait…what year do I scroll to in my calendar app?” 
moment, January can feel like a gentle reset. Add 
in the life of the Church, and suddenly we’re talking 
about several different “years” at once. So, let’s 
take a lighthearted (and hopefully clarifying!) tour 
of the many calendars we follow in parish life.

First and foremost is the Liturgical Year—the most 
important calendar in the life of the Church. Unlike 
the traditional calendar year, the Liturgical Year 
begins on the First Sunday of Advent, the Sunday 
closest to November 30. This is the rhythm that 
shapes our worship: Sundays, Holy Days, and the 
great feasts and seasons of our faith. Our hymnals 
in the pews are organized to follow this calendar, 
carrying us prayerfully from season to season.

The Liturgical Year unfolds through Advent, 
Christmas, Little Ordinary Time, Lent, Easter, and 
Big Ordinary Time. It also governs how we hear 
Sacred Scripture. Over a three-year cycle—A, B, and 
C—we hear the entire Bible proclaimed, especially 
in the Sunday readings. On November 30, 2025, we 
began Liturgical Year A, where we hear primarily 
from the Gospel of Matthew. In other words, while 
the snow may be new and the traditional calendar 
just flipped, the Church has already been journeying 
through this Liturgical Year for a while now.

Another “year” you may have heard about 
recently—especially with the release of our OLBS 
parish financials—is the Fiscal Year. Our parish 
fiscal year (and the timeframe covered by our 
Annual Giving Impact Report, including the Profit 
& Loss Statement and Balance Sheet) runs from 
July 1 through June 30. This structure helps us 
responsibly plan, budget, and steward the  
resources entrusted to us.

Then there’s the most familiar one of all: the 
Traditional Calendar Year, beginning January 1 
and ending December 31. As of January 1, many 
of us had to pause and remember to update date 
references to 2026—a small but telling sign that a 
new year has truly begun.

Many of us mark the New Year by making 
resolutions—promises to do better, be better, or 
finally tackle what we put off last year. The calendar 
flips, and with it comes a hopeful sense of a fresh 
start. In our faith, though, every day offers that 
same grace: a new beginning, another chance to 
begin again with God.

Another calendar many of us know well—even if 
backpacks and lunchboxes are long behind us—is 
the School Year. At our Queen of the Rosary 
School, the school year begins in mid-August and 
ends in early June. Our graduating 8th graders 
finish a bit earlier, celebrating graduation on the 
Sunday closest to Memorial Day, the unofficial start 
of summer. Enrollment for the upcoming school 
year always kicks off with Catholic Schools Week, 
which we’ll celebrate on January 25, 2026 with our 
Annual Open House at Queen of the Rosary School.

Finally, there’s the Pastoral Year. This calendar 
roughly follows the school year but continues 
through the summer months. At Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, each pastoral year 
is guided by a parish theme, helping focus our 
shared mission. We are continuing in the year of 
Companions on the Journey, with a special focus 
on Evangelization and the power of prayer and 
invitation—walking together, inviting others, and 
growing as disciples of Christ.

So, if you ever wonder, “What year are we in at 
church?” the answer may be: several! And that’s 
okay. Each calendar helps us mark time, deepen 
faith, and Be Transformed, step by step, season by 
season, as Companions on the Journey.

WHAT YEAR IS IT ANYWAY: A GUIDE TO “CHURCH TIME”
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

January 24/25

Mass Time Lector Extraordinary Ministers

5:00pm 
Fr. Erwin 
Dela Cruz

John Finn Lynette Lee 
Linda Fink 
Ray Bauer

8:00am Wade Axberg Elizabeth Luong  
Julie Beesley 
Judi Necek

9:15am 
Fr. Dennis 
Zalecki

Don Kauffold Deacon Jerry 
Joe Wozniak 
Judy Lorch

10:30am  QR School Student Larry Zabinski 
Dan Schiffer 
Chris Schiffer

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 
8:15am (SJE)

January 19 

Tuesday 
8:15am (QR)

1:40pm (QR)

January 20 

Queen of the Rosary School Mass

Wednesday 
8:15am (SJE)

January 21 
Vincent Dugo, + Aaron Gates

Thursday 
8:15am (QR)

January 22 

Friday 
8:15am (SJE)

January 23 

Saturday 
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

January 24 

For the people of the parish

Sunday 
8:00am (QR)

9:15am (SJE) 

10:30am (QR)

January 25 
+ Aaron Gates

+ Ralph Anthony Freda, + Carmen Freda, + 
Tommy DeLorenzo

+ Domenico Mazzone, + Vince Novelli,  
+ Joseph A. Tomaino, + Lou Gennuso

MINISTRY & EVENTS
7:45am 
8:00am 
8:45am 
2-5:00pm

Mon-Sat: Morning Prayer (Tele or App) 
Mon-Sat: Divine Mercy Prior to Mass 
Mon-Sat: Rosary Follows Mass 
Tue-Fri: Teen Center Hours

Monday

 
6:30pm
7:00pm

January 19 
No School in observance of Martin Luther 
King Day)
Youth Ministry (Victory Centre)
Full Parish Council (SJE Shea Hall)

Tuesday 
7:00pm

January 20 
Weekly Rosary (SJE)

Wednesday
8:15am
3:00pm
7:00pm

 
7:30pm

January 21 
Adoration begins w/Daily Mass (SJE)
Divine Mercy Chaplet (SJE)
Confessions (SJE) 
Bible Timeline (SJE Shea Hall)
Bell Choir (QR
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Thursday
7:00pm

January 22 
Choir Rehearsal (SJE)

Friday
6:30pm
7:30pm

January 23 
Men’s Group Pizza Night (Moretti’s) 
AA/Al Anon (SJE Ministry Center)

Saturday 
8:15am
Noon

January 24 
Adoration begins w/Daily Mass (QR)
Reconciliation (QR)

Sunday 

10:30am
11:30am
6:00pm

January 25 
Catholic Schools Week Begins! 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (QR)
Open House (QR School) 
OCIA (Virtual)

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Terry Bauer, Ed Bartoczweski, Rosemary Beatty, Richard 
Conrad, Johnny Cogill, Chuck Dvorak, Than Van Faughn, Haley 
& Marilyn Foss, Eileen & Fran Gascon, Sandy Gran, Michael 
Grear, Victoria Grzesiakowski, Mayor Craig Johnson, Edward 
Lang, Laura Tate McCarthy, Eileen Meyer, Alice Mulholland, 
Amy Norbot, Debby Novoryta, Randy Olsen, Gail Quick, John 
Schneider, William Seiwert, Eileen Showalter, Thomas Smith, 
Tilla Tillnon, Mary Beth Tomaso, Luis Alfredo Villacress, Jackie 
Vrtis, Marge Yackem, Ben’s Sister

Please contact the parish office at (847) 979-0901 to continue to have 
sick relatives or friends included here.

GRANT UNTO THEM ETERNAL REST

May God bless them and keep them... 
Felix Prosia, Rosanne Beaudette, Gary Barron

Please pray for lives lost to violence and natural disasters.
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DON’T MISS OUT!
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FAMILY RESOURCES & EVENTS
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT PARISH DIRECTORY

Weekly Offertory Goal $14,000

In-pew/Mail-in Offertory Jan 4, 2026 
(Sunday Attendance: 953)

$12,236.00

In-pew/Mail-in Offertory Jan 11, 2026 
(Sunday Attendance: 871)

$6,107.00

2025 Annual Catholic Appeal Pledges 
(Projected Rebate $35,000)

$97,745.00

Your Stewardship Treasure returned to God for the 
support of our Parish ministries and His Church.

Thank you for your generosity.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
Fr. Arthur Bautista, Pastor 
x1013; arbautista@archchicago.org

Fr. Paul Àdajà, Associate Pastor 
x1009; padaja@archchicago.org

Mr. Jerry Szostak, Permanent Deacon 
x1008; jszostak@archchicago.org

Worship Sites
Queen of the Rosary Church (QR) 
750 W. Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

St. Julian Eymard Church (SJE) 
601 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village 
Office Hours 
M/W 9am-5pm; Tu/Th 10am-6pm; F 9am-Noon

OLBSEGV.org | (847) 979-0901 |  
olbsegv@archchicago.org

School
Queen of the Rosary School 
690 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

Mr. Ryan Andersen, Principal 
randersen@qrcougars.org

QRSchool.org | (847) 437-3322

Parish Staff
Matt Ellefson, Maintenance 
mellefson@qrcougars.org

Jennifer Frazzini, Operations Director 
jfrazzini@archchicago.org

Scott Kennelly, Maintenance 
x1005; sckennelly@archchicago.org

Mary McKenzie, Office Manager 
x1001; mmckenzie@archchicago.org

Christine Nagle, Lifelong Faith Formation Coordinator 
x1004; cnagle@archchicago.org

Mary Ellen Ottenstein, Communications 
x1007; mottenstein@archchicago.org

Paul Van Lysebettens (Mr. Van),  
Music Director & Youth Minister;  
x1006; pvanlysebettens@archchicago.org
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BONUS FEATURE: LOOKING AHEAD
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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