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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT: A REFLECTION FROM DCN JERRY

Today’s Gospel is about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 
In the introduction we are told that Mary and Martha send word to Jesus saying: “Master, the one you love 
is ill.” By the time Jesus arrived, Lazarus had died. Jesus saw Mary and others weeping. The Gospel said: 
‘“When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became perturbed and 
deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus 
wept. So, the Jews said, “See how he loved him.”’

The 1st Letter of St. John teaches that God is love. One of the easier ways to see God’s presence in our 
everyday lives is through loving others. Love is more than a feeling. It is the wishing of the best for the 
other. It involves placing the needs of the other in front of your own. It is said that our capacity to love is  
in direct proportion to our capacity to deny ourselves. Some people also choose not to love because they 
are afraid to take the risk of truly becoming involved and caring for someone else as other and possibly 
getting hurt. 

It is love that brings us together. It also brings us to grieve when our journey together in this life comes to 
an end. This can be voluntary as with a divorce or involuntary as when a loved one dies. The more deeply 
we love, the more deeply we will grieve. When we realize this, we are faced with the choice: should we 
choose to never love and therefore avoid grieving, or do we choose to love knowing ultimately, we will 
grieve when our journey together ends. People who choose to love someone else and allow others to love 
them are truly fortunate and blessed, because they allow others to enter their life so deeply that when  
they are gone there is a great sense of loss. 

To mourn the passing of someone you love is a good thing, because it means that they touched us in our 
lives in a very special way be it as a spouse, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, and friend. 
Their life here was a gift to those who knew and loved them. 

We live in a culture that is becoming more secular each year. Many people who come to pay their respects 
at a wake and/or attend a funeral service do not know what to say since death seems to be the end. To 
those without faith, death seem to be utter destruction. They think that anyone who believes that the story 
of human life is anything more than birth, life, and death is foolish. As Christians we believe something else.

For those who believe in Jesus as the risen Lord, the story does not end in death. It is the beginning of the 
journey to the next life. Just as Christ’s suffering and death was necessary for his resurrection, death for 
us is a necessary step in the transition to eternal life with the Lord. Death and the resurrection go together. 
You can’t have one without the other.

As Christians, we live in the hope we will be raised from the dead as Christ was raised from the dead. In 
the Gospel, Jesus told Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life, whoever believes in me will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” Jesus asked Martha: ““Do you believe this?” She said 
to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming 
into the world.”” 

We also believe because not only did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead but also because Jesus himself 
rose from the dead just as he said he would. 

The Church also teaches that the bonds of love we forge in this life doesn’t end with death. From 
Corinthians St. Paul tells us “Love never dies.” Their love for you and your love for them does not end with 
their death. It transcends from this world to the next just as God who is love does. 

For those who believe, it is Ok to be sad when our journey with our loved ones in this life ends. It is wrong 
though to think that we will never see them again. This life is only temporary. We are all meant to live 
eternally with the Lord.
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 
8:15am (SJE)

April 7 

Tuesday 
8:15am (QR)

April 8 

Wednesday 
8:15am (SJE)

April 9 
+ Joseph Albergo

Thursday 
8:15am (QR)

April 10 
+ Marian Hoey

Friday 
8:15am (SJE)

April 11 

Saturday 
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

April 12 
+ Raymond Jakimczyk

+ Josephine & Angelo Anzelone

Sunday 
8:00am (QR)

9:15am (SJE)

 

10:30am (QR)

April 13 
For the people of the parish

+ Tony & Elena Dicrescenzo, + Joseph & 
Charlotte Gambino, + Ralph Anthony Freda, 
+ Connie Ann Freda, + Diane Gambino Loup, 
+ Joan Cannizzaro

For the people of the parish

MINISTRY & EVENTS
7:45am 
8:00am 
8:45am 
2-5:00pm

Mon-Sat: Morning Prayer (Tele or App) 
Mon-Sat: Divine Mercy Prior to Mass 
Mon-Sat: Rosary Follows Mass 
Tue-Fri: Teen Center Hours

Monday 
6:30pm
7:00pm

April 7 
Youth Ministry (Victory Centre) 
Book Club (SJE Shea Hall)

Tuesday 
9:00am
9:30am
7:00pm

April 8 
Cougar Cubs (QR School, Room K) 
Tue Morn Scripture (SJE Shea Hall) 
Rosary Group (SJE)

Wednesday 
8:15am 
9:30am 
3:00pm 
7:00pm 
 
7:30pm

April 9 
Adoration begins with daily Mass (SJE) 
Bibly Study (SJE Shea Hall) 
Divine Mercy Prayer (SJE) 
Reconciliation (SJE) 
Bell Choir Practice (QR) 
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Thursday 
7:00pm

April 10 
Choir Rehearsal (QR) 
Good Samaritan Ministry (SJE Shea Hall)

Friday 
6:00pm
7:30pm

April 11 
Stations & Supper (SJE) 
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Saturday 
8:15am
 
12:00pm

April 12 
First Saturday Devotions begin with daily 
Mass (QR) 
Reconciliation (QR)

Sunday 
8:00am
9:15am
10:30am
6:30pm

April 13 
Pancake Breakfast (SJE)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (QR) 
Confirmation Retreat (QR)
Living Stations Rehearsal (SJE)

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Deanna B., Richard Conrad, Bonnie Costa, James Edfor, Mar-
ilyn Foss, Tamera Garrity, Eileen & Fran Gascon, Sandy Gran, 
Michael Grear, Gordon & Carol Lah, Edward Lang, Ray Marquez, 
Debbie Novoryta, Kim O’Connor, Randy Olsen, Nydia & Jesus 
Rodriguez, John Schneider, Anne Schmid, Irene Steck, Mary 
Beth Tomaso, Jackie Vrtis, Wermuth family, Marge Yackem, Fay 
Zalecki, Baby Zoe, Ben’s Sister, Pope Francis

Please contact the parish office at (847) 979-0901 to continue to have 
sick relatives or friends included here.

GRANT UNTO THEM ETERNAL REST

May God bless them and keep them... 
Lou Gennuso, Nancy Mclennan, Tom Guy, Lorraine Sachek

Please pray for lives lost to violence and natural disasters.

April 12/13

Palm Sunday and Triduum Lectors will be notified separately  
so they can prepare for the readings, but Greeters, Ushers  
and Extraordinary Ministers please use the signup to be  
part of these sacred liturgies:

signupgenius.com/go/EasterVolunteers2025#/

Extraordinary MInisters of Communion for Palm Sunday:

5pm Kathy Casterton, Ron Mattey 
8am Elizabeth Luong, Nenita Lucero, one open spot 
9:15am Vicky Lucki, VickiLynn Gilman, Joyce Leach 
10:30am Linda Fink, Carol Styka, Judy Lorch

Thank you, and may Lent and Holy Week be a time  
of grace and renewal for you! 



4

DON’T MISS OUT!
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FAMILY RESOURCES & EVENTS
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PARISH SCHOOL—QUEEN OF THE ROSARY SCHOOL
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT PARISH DIRECTORY

Weekly Offertory March 23, 2025 $11,397.00

Weekly Offertory March 30, 2025 $10, 417.00

2025 Almsgiving (Mental Health) $1,313.00

2025 Annual Catholic Appeal Pledges 
($17,294 to 2025 Goal)

$43,270.00

Your Stewardship Treasure returned to God for the 
support of our Parish ministries and His Church.

Thank you for your generosity.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
Fr. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor 
x1010; go.oncehub.com/frdan; frdan@olbsegv.org

Fr. Paul Àdajà, Associate Pastor 
x1009; frpaul@olbsegv.org

Mr. Jerry Szostak, Permanent Deacon 
x1008; dcnjerry@olbsegv.org

Worship Sites
Queen of the Rosary Church (QR) 
750 W. Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

St. Julian Eymard Church (SJE) 
601 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village 
Office Hours 
M/W 9am-5pm; Tu/Th 10am-6pm; F 9am-Noon

OLBSEGV.org | (847) 979-0901 | info@olbsegv.org

School
Queen of the Rosary School 
690 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

Mr. Ryan Andersen, Principal 
randersen@qrcougars.org

QRSchool.org | (847) 437-3322

Parish Staff
Matt Ellefson, Maintenance 
mellefson@qrcougars.org

Scott Kennelly, Maintenance 
x1005; scott@olbsegv.org

John Maher, Operations Director 
x1012; john@olbsegv.org

Mary McKenzie, Office Manager 
x1001; mary@olbsegv.org

Brian Michalski, Pastoral Minister 
x1007; brian@olbsegv.org

Mary Ellen Ottenstein, Communications 
x1007; maryellen@olbsegv.org

Carol Uhlarik, Catechetical Leader 
x1004; carol@olbsegv.org

Paul Van Lysebettens (Mr. Van), Music Director & 
Youth Minister; x1006; MrVan@olbsegv.org

Our parish goal for this year’s Annual Appeal 
is $60,564, and every dollar over that comes 
back to us! This year, we’re putting those rebate 
funds toward an exciting project—updating our 
playground! Used by our school and parish for 
Totus Tuus and Pray & Play Sundays, this space is 
a blessing for students and young families. With 
a tenttive $130,000 budget and a $50,000 grant 
already secured, our support will help make this 
dream a reality. Past rebates have funded sound 
systems, security cameras, vestibule screens and 
soon, bathroom upgrades—let’s keep building up 
our parish together!
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BONUS FEATURE: LOOKING AHEAD
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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