


2

A REFLECTION ON FAMILY FROM FR. PAUL

As you must all be aware by now, I am back from 
my vacation to my home country Nigeria. Happily, 
I returned just in time for Advent and Christmas. If 
you’ve been celebrating Mass with me since I’ve been 
back, you know I’ve been sharing a serialized telling 
of my travel adventures. In Season 1, Episode 1, I 
shared my visit to my brother’s house. This story feels 
especially fitting to retell today, on the Sunday of the 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

I hadn’t seen my brother (Bayo) in about 10 years, and 
reuniting with him and his family after a long time was 
a joy, made even sweeter by my nephews’ excitement. 
They slept in my room during my visit to stay as close 
to me as possible, and when it was time for me to 
leave, they cried. That tender moment reminded me 
of the deep bonds of family love.

There is a line by one of the characters from a novel by 
Tayari Jones (An American Marriage) and I will quote 
it here: “One of the hurdles of adulthood is when 
holidays become measuring sticks against which you 
always fall short. For children, thanksgiving is about 
turkey and Christmas is about presents. Grown up, 
you learn that all holidays are about family, and few 
can win there.” What our Church wants us to learn on 
Holy Family Feast Day is that we can all win here if we 
follow the path of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. 

This does not mean that we will not have troubles, 
challenges, or even disagreement as a family. We all 
have our various opinions about life, politics, vaccines, 
and even the clothes to put on but at the end of it all, 
we should never allow anything to break our bonds 
as a family. Myself and my mother for example have 
never voted for the same political party but at the end 
of the day, she is still my mother, and I am her son. 
Holy Family is not about perfection, it is about walking 
together in our imperfection and making sure no one 
is left behind as we have in the Gospel for today. That 
is why St. Paul urges us in the second reading: “Over 
all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.”

To add a funny dimension to our readings today, we 
have the gospel where Mary and Joseph lost the boy 
Jesus. How can you lose the Son of God? It must have 
been a very safe world for them to have noticed that 
Jesus was missing after a whole day! But immediately 
they realized that they started to look for Him until 
they found him. This story serves to remind us that 
sometimes mistakes do occur when raising our 
children. When I say mistake here, it does not carry 
the idea of sin for the Holy Family, but it does in a way 

remind us that there is no family that is perfect or 
without trials and difficulties. Mary and Joseph had 
their own trial of the loss of Jesus for about 3 days. 
What would Mary have been thinking? How about 
Joseph? There is not a single family without its crises 
at one time or the other, but we must always be able 
despite our challenges to look out for ourselves. When 
errors occur or whenever one of us is lost, we must 
all ensure, either through prayers or concerted effort 
seek to bring that person back. Every family has that 
individual who sometimes enjoys getting lost to which 
I must say we must also enjoy the fun of searching for 
that individual to get him/her back. And if we want 
to be sincere with ourselves most of us are lost and 
found children of God. 

In recent years, there has been an increase in 
couples restricting partially or completely access 
to grandchildren by the grandparents. While I note 
that every family has its own internal dynamics, I am 
convinced that every love lost in a family can be found 
again just as Jesus was found in the Gospel. That is 
why our first reading is so concerned about the way 
we treat our elderly ones. This year as I am reading the 
genealogy of Jesus and see some of the interesting 
characters, I was inspired to think about how we relate 
with our immediate parents. It is so easy to blame my 
mom for all that is wrong with me for example, but 
who will my mom blame and how far can it go back. 
I have to admit that it is easy to blame my parents 
because they are my closest ancestors to me but then 
is it completely their fault? Most times our parents 
are trying their best with what Life has given them 
and they will make mistakes just as we will also make 
mistakes. I am not saying our parents are perfect, I 
am only saying we should not assume that growing up 
was also perfect for them. We all have our scars and 
all we can do is heal together. We also all have all our 
stars and all we can do is shine together. We can find a 
way to work things out and that is what Holy Family is 
all about. That is why our first reading is so concerned 
about the way we treat our elderly ones. 

Finally, this, Christmastide, avoid any topic that can 
bring rift or discord during family dinners. Someone 
told me last week that even talking about weather is 
now even considered political. So, what can you talk 
about at dinners? Talk about the real football and 
Jesus will be with you all.

—Fr. Paul
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

January 4/5

Mass Time Lector Extraordinary Ministers

5:00pm Don Kauffold Peter Meister 
Jill Meister 
Virigina Vogt

8:00am Ray Bauer Deacon Jerry 
Elizabeth Luong 
Julie Beesley

9:15am Judy Lorch VickiLynn Gilman 
Vicky Lucki 
Joyce Leach

10:30am Jim Styka Carol Styka 
Paul Tognocchi 
Donna Tognocchi

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 
8:15am (SJE)

December 30 
+ Robert Rood

Tuesday 
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

December 31 
For the people of the parish

+ Rosemary & Donald Ottenstein

Wednesday 
8:15am (SJE)

12:15pm (QR)

7:00pm (SJE)

January 1 
+ Jan & Eileen Kopaczewski

For the people of the parish

For the people of the parish

Thursday 
8:15am (QR)

January 2 
Jan Such, + Edna Mae Dobner

Friday 
8:15am (SJE)

January 3 
Jan Such

Saturday 
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

January 4 
+ Patrick Frasco

Jan Such, + Michael & Dorothea Hain,  
+ Anton & Regina Hain,  
+ Jacob & Sophie Kocolowski

Sunday 
8:00am (QR)

9:15am (SJE)

10:30am (QR)

January 5 
For the people of the parish

+ Tommy DeLorenzo

+ Mario Bartucci

MINISTRY & EVENTS
7:45am 
8:00am 
8:45am 
2-5:00pm

Mon-Sat: Morning Prayer (Tele or App) 
Mon-Sat: Divine Mercy Prior to Mass 
Mon-Sat: Rosary Follows Mass 
Tue-Fri: Teen Center Hours

Monday December 30 

Tuesday 
 
5pm 
6pm

December 31 
Parish Office Closed 
Confessions (QR) 
AA New Year’s Party (SJE Shea Hall)

Wednesday 
 
7:00pm 
7:30pm

January 1 
Happy New Year (Parish Office Closed) 
Confessions (SJE) 
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Thursday January 2 

Friday 
8:15am 
7:30pm

January 3 
Adoration begins with daily Mass (SJE) 
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Saturday 
8:15am 
12:00pm

January 4 
Adoration begins with daily Mass (QR) 
Reconciliation (QR)

Sunday 
10:30am

January 5 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (QR)

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Bonnie Costa, Marilyn Foss, Tamera Garrity, Eileen Gascon, 
Fran Gascon, Sandy Gran, Patty Kaczor, Bobbye Knief, Randy 
Olsen, Michael Ryan, John Schneider, Anne Schmid, Ben Sister, 
Irene Steck, Georgianne Stralina, Mary Beth Tomaso, Jackie 
Vrtis, Wermuth family, Jenny & Baby Lily, Baby Zoe

Please contact the parish office at (847) 979-0901 to continue to have 
sick relatives or friends included here.

GRANT UNTO THEM ETERNAL REST

May God bless them and keep them... 
Richard Dombrowski

Please pray for lives lost to violence and natural disasters.
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DON’T MISS OUT!
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FAMILY RESOURCES & EVENTS
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PARISH SCHOOL—QUEEN OF THE ROSARY SCHOOL
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT PARISH DIRECTORY

Weeklly Offertory December 8, 2024 $11, 944.00

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal Pledges 
(Projected Rebate $24,308)

$89,333.00

Your Stewardship Treasure returned to God for the 
support of our Parish ministries and His Church.

Thank you for your generosity.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
Fr. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor 
x1010; go.oncehub.com/frdan; frdan@olbsegv.org

Fr. Paul Àdajà, Associate Pastor 
x1009; frpaul@olbsegv.org

Mr. Jerry Szostak, Permanent Deacon 
x1008; dcnjerry@olbsegv.org

Worship Sites
Queen of the Rosary Church (QR) 
750 W. Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

St. Julian Eymard Church (SJE) 
601 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village 
Office Hours 
M/W 9am-5pm; Tu/Th 10am-6pm; F 9am-Noon

OLBSEGV.org | (847) 979-0901 | info@olbsegv.org

School
Queen of the Rosary School 
690 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

Mr. Ryan Andersen, Principal 
randersen@qrcougars.org

QRSchool.org | (847) 437-3322

Parish Staff
Matt Ellefson, Maintenance 
mellefson@qrcougars.org

Scott Kennelly, Maintenance 
x1005; scott@olbsegv.org

John Maher, Operations Director 
x1012; john@olbsegv.org

Mary McKenzie, Office Manager 
x1001; mary@olbsegv.org

Brian Michalski, Pastoral Minister 
x1007; brian@olbsegv.org

Mary Ellen Ottenstein, Communications 
x1007; maryellen@olbsegv.org

Carol Uhlarik, Catechetical Leader 
x1004; carol@olbsegv.org

Paul Van Lysebettens (Mr. Van), Music Director & 
Youth Minister; x1006; MrVan@olbsegv.org
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BONUS FEATURE: LOOKING AHEAD
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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