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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

As I write this, we are finishing a very “Marian” week in the Advent season—celebrating the 
Immaculate Conception on December 9 and Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12. For 
both of those beautiful feasts, the reading from the Gospel is the story of the Annunciation  
in Luke. That passage ends with Mary’s great “yes” to God: “Behold, I am the handmaid of  
the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.”

In her willingness to say “yes” to God’s will, even though she may not have fully understood it 
and even though it may not have been the way she thought her life would go, Mary shows us 
what it means to live out the greatest commandment. “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” Mary’s love  
for God is so complete that when God’s will is made known to her by the message of the 
angel Gabriel, she changes her own will and her own desires to be united with God’s.

We were blessed to have Fr. Louis Mboe return to celebrate the Mass for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, and in his homily he focused on this same point. Are we going to take up the 
example of our Blessed Mother? Are we willing to unite our will to God’s? When God shows 
us a new way forward, do we reorient our steps to follow it? It is a question we have to ask 
ourselves at every opportunity, and especially as we prepare our hearts for the celebrations 
of Christmas.

This week’s Gospel picks up from that moment of the  
Annunciation. Mary sets out and travels “in haste” from  
Nazareth to the “hill country” of Judah. It is a journey of about  
70 miles, or about the distance from here to Milwaukee. She does  
this to rejoice with her cousin, who has received news of great joy,  
and to be of service to her cousin in the final months of  
her pregnancy. 

We recall that Jesus said there were two parts to the greatest  
commandment. The second is “to love your neighbor as  
yourself.” See, then, how Mary fulfills the whole of the  
commandment: she is a living example of how to love  
God and neighbor. She keeps the word of the Lord and  
ponders it in her heart, and she also is ready to spring  
into action so that the love of God may be made  
present and real through her. Truly, how beautiful  
it is for us to have such a mother, who is always  
ready to let God become incarnate through her,  
even as He becomes incarnate within her!

The presence of Mary, and the presence of God  
taking flesh through her and within her, gives  
great joy to her cousin. As we allow God to  
take flesh through us, in our actions of love  
and charity, and within us, through the  
Eucharist, may we also bring great joy  
to everyone we encounter!

-Fr. Dan
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

December 28/29

Mass Time Lector Extraordinary Ministers

5:00pm John Finn Deacon Jerry 
Linda Fink 
Ron Mattey

8:00am Kathy Casterton Ray Bauer 
Larry Zabinski 
Mary Duffy

9:15am Don Kauffold VickiLynn Gilman 
Vicky Lucki 
Virginia Vogt

10:30am Diane Ambrose Dan Schiffer 
Chris Schiffer 
Susan Tremko

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 
8:15am (SJE)

December 23 
+ Oscar Mayer

Tuesday 
3:00pm (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

10:00pm (SJE)

December 24 
For the people of the parish

For the people of the parish

For the people of the parish

Wednesday 
8:00am (QR)

9:15am (SJE

10:30am (QR)

December 25 
For the people of the parish

For the people of the parish

For the people of the parish

Thursday 
8:15am (QR)

December 26 
+ Frances Suzzi, + Rosemary Noto,  
+ Carrie Corana, + Peter & Dorothy Shianna, 
+ Donald Kauth, + Tommy DeLorenzo

Friday 
8:15am (SJE)

December 27 
+ Patricia McNamara

Saturday 
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

December 28 
+ Anna Benke

For the people of the parish

Sunday 
8:00am (QR)

9:15am (SJE) 

10:30am (QR)

December 29 
+ Tony Fassen

+ Deceased members of the Newcomb & 
Quilici families

+ Barbara Burke

MINISTRY & EVENTS
7:45am 
8:00am 
8:45am 
2-5:00pm

Mon-Sat: Morning Prayer (Tele or App) 
Mon-Sat: Divine Mercy Prior to Mass 
Mon-Sat: Rosary Follows Mass 
Tue-Fri: Teen Center Hours

Monday 
7:00pm

December 23 
Choir Rehearsal (SJE)

Tuesday December 24 
Merry Christmas (Parish Office Closed)

Wednesday 
 
7:30pm

December 25 
Merry Christmas (Parish Office Closed) 
AA (SJE Ministry Center)

Thursday December 26 

Friday 
7:30pm

December 27 
AA (SJE Ministry Center

Saturday 
8:15am 
12:00pm

December 28 
Adoration begins with daily Mass (QR) 
Reconciliation (QR)

Sunday December 29 
No Children’s Liturgy of the Word

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Dave Cattapan, Bonnie Costa, Marilyn Foss, Tamera Garrity, 
Eileen Gascon, Fran Gascon, Sandy Gran, Patty Kaczor, Bob-
bye Knief, Randy Olsen, Michael Ryan, John Schneider, Anne 
Schmid, Ben Sister, Irene Steck, Georgianne Stralina, Mary 
Beth Tomaso, Jackie Vrtis, Wermuth family, Jenny & Baby Lily, 
Baby Zoe

Please contact the parish office at (847) 979-0901 to continue to have 
sick relatives or friends included here.

GRANT UNTO THEM ETERNAL REST

May God bless them and keep them... 
John North

Please pray for lives lost to violence and natural disasters.
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DON’T MISS OUT!
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FAMILY RESOURCES & EVENTS
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PARISH SCHOOL—QUEEN OF THE ROSARY SCHOOL
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT PARISH DIRECTORY

Weeklly Offertory December 8, 2024 $15, 386.00

Retired Religious $3,293.00

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal Pledges 
(Projected Rebate $24,308)

$89,333.00

Your Stewardship Treasure returned to God for the 
support of our Parish ministries and His Church.

Thank you for your generosity.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
Fr. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor 
x1010; go.oncehub.com/frdan; frdan@olbsegv.org

Fr. Paul Àdajà, Associate Pastor 
x1009; frpaul@olbsegv.org

Mr. Jerry Szostak, Permanent Deacon 
x1008; dcnjerry@olbsegv.org

Worship Sites
Queen of the Rosary Church (QR) 
750 W. Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

St. Julian Eymard Church (SJE) 
601 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village 
Office Hours 
M/W 9am-5pm; Tu/Th 10am-6pm; F 9am-Noon

OLBSEGV.org | (847) 979-0901 | info@olbsegv.org

School
Queen of the Rosary School 
690 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove Village

Mr. Ryan Andersen, Principal 
randersen@qrcougars.org

QRSchool.org | (847) 437-3322

Parish Staff
Matt Ellefson, Maintenance 
mellefson@qrcougars.org

Scott Kennelly, Maintenance 
x1005; scott@olbsegv.org

John Maher, Operations Director 
x1012; john@olbsegv.org

Mary McKenzie, Office Manager 
x1001; mary@olbsegv.org

Brian Michalski, Pastoral Minister 
x1007; brian@olbsegv.org

Mary Ellen Ottenstein, Communications 
x1007; maryellen@olbsegv.org

Carol Uhlarik, Catechetical Leader 
x1004; carol@olbsegv.org

Paul Van Lysebettens (Mr. Van), Music Director & 
Youth Minister; x1006; MrVan@olbsegv.org

Friendly Reminder!
Please avoid leaving any materials,  
pamphlets or religious items in our  
church vestibules. If you receive unsolicited  
religious items in the mail, feel free to discard  
them at home—there’s no need to bring them 
to the church. Have questions? Contact the 
parish office—we’re happy to help!  
(847) 979-0901 or info@olbsegv.org.

Thank you for keeping our worship spaces  
welcoming and clutter-free.
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BONUS FEATURE: LOOKING AHEAD
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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BONUS FEATURE: MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
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