Speaking Truth to Power
This provoca ve phrase, I learned, originated with
a Quaker pamphlet published in 1955 tled “Speak
Truth to Power: a Quaker Search for an Alterna ve
to Violence.” It has been adopted by many diﬀerent groups since then to characterize their public
stance.
It has a general sense of encouraging those who
know the truth not to hesitate to proclaim it, even
in the face of indiﬀerent or oppressive power, such
as government oﬃcials or heads of industry or, for
that ma er, religious leaders. It implies that o en
those in posi ons of power hide or distort the
truth for their own purpose or to protect their ins tu ons.
Is speaking truth to power a biblical and Chris an
concept? The challenging readings for this Sunday
seem to say a resounding “yes.”
The first reading describes an assault on the prophet Jeremiah, noted for his sharp challenge to the
powerful leaders of Israel. Exasperated by his relentless proclama on of the truth, the princes seek
permission from King Zedekiah to have Jeremiah
thrown into a cistern where he would languish in
the mud and ul mately die of thirst.
Jeremiah is rescued by the interven on of a court
oﬃcial, Ebed-melech (a name that means “servant
of the king”), who persuades Zedekiah to pull the
prophet out of the pit before he should die.
This assault on the prophet known for speaking
truth to power is echoed in the response Psalm 49
that prays, “Lord, come to my aid!” The psalmist
praises God “who heard my cry” and “drew me out
of the pit of destruc on, out of the mud of the
swamp.” Speaking the truth — as Jeremiah did —
can be dangerous for one’s health so one prays,
“You are my help and my deliverer; O my God, hold
not back!”
Other biblical characters proclaimed the truth at
the risk of their own lives. We think of Moses before Pharaoh, of the fierce prophe c courage of
Elijah confron ng King Ahab and of Amos’ words
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indic ng the powerful for their exploita on of the
poor. We cannot forget John the Bap st, who told
the truth to Herod and was executed for it, an incident the Gospels view as a preview of Jesus’ own
death.
But, of course, the readings today point to Jesus
himself as the ul mate example of speaking truth
to power. The stage is set by a beau ful passage
from the Le er to the Hebrews that uses a series of
vivid metaphors to speak of Jesus. Chris an life is
like running a race and Jesus is the “prosdromos,”
the one who runs through first. He is “the leader
and perfecter of faith.” “For the sake of the joy
that lay before him he endured the cross, despising
its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the
throne of God.” Although Jesus “endured such opposi on from sinners,” he “did not grow weary or
lose heart.”
Today’s Gospel selec on from Luke portrays the
white-hot intensity of Jesus’ prophe c role: “I have
come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it
were already blazing!” “Do you think I have come
to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division.”
These words may startle us if we think only of Jesus’ words of love and reconcilia on. There were
mes in the Gospel accounts where he sharply condemns the rigid hypocrisy of the religious leaders
or refuses to cower before the murderous threats
of Herod: “Go and tell that fox, behold, I cast out
demons and I perform healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I accomplish my purpose.” Jesus died on the cross because he spoke
the ul mate truth to the powers of death.
Yes, speaking truth to power is a way of expressing
the Chris an responsibility to confront falsehood
and to tell the truth even in hos le and dangerous
circumstances. Such truth telling, we know from
experience, can cause fric on and divisions. This
prophe c role, when done in the spirit of Jesus, is
not incompa ble with the ul mate Chris an responsibility, to speak the truth in love.

This Scripture reflec on from Fr. Donald Senior, CP,
is reprinted from Aug. 11, 2019.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Monday
8:15am (SJE)
7:00om (QR)

August 15
+ Irene Kopaczewski
Solemnity of the Assump on of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

Tuesday
8:15am (QR)

August 16
+ Cathy Res vo, + Lawrence Mulholland, Sr.

Wednesday
8:15am (SJE)

August 17
+ Frank Mauceri

Thursday
8:15am (QR)

August 18
+ David Egelston

Friday
8:15am (SJE)

August 19

Saturday
8:15am (QR)

August 20

5:00pm (SJE)

For the people of the parish

Sunday

August 21

8:00am (QR)

+ Art Christenson

9:15am (SJE)

+ Judith Acino

10:30am (QR)

+ Dcn Ted Czarnecki, + Theresa O'Connor,
+ Edward Keller, + Michael & Helen Li el,
+ Richard and Magare e Keller,
+ Harry Li el

THIS WEEK’S PARISH CALENDAR
7:45am

Daily Mon-Sat Morning Prayer (Telephone or App)

Monday

August 15
Parish Oﬃce Closed

Tuesday
7:00pm

August 16
Rosary Group (SJE)

Wednesday
9:30am
7:00pm

August 17
K-8 First Day of School (QR School)
Wed Morning Bible Study (SJE Classrooms)
Holy Hour w/Adora on & Reconcilia on (QR)

Thursday
7:00pm

August 18
Joint Leadership Council Mee ng (SJE Shea Hall)

Friday
7:30pm

August 19
Pre-School First Day of School (QR School)
AA (SJE)

Saturday
9:30am
Noon

August 20
Prayer Shawl (SJE Shea Hall)
Reconcilia on (SJE)

Sunday
1:00pm

August 21
FREE PJ Anderson Concert (SJE)
(PJ will play from 1-3pm, food will be available
for purchase between Noon and 4pm)

Please contact the parish oﬃce to schedule
Bap sms and Weddings.
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SPIRITUAL LIFE

Anthony Arboleda, Joan Butzen, Laura & Ed Colvin,
Karyn Cousins, Norma Crespo, Tommy DeLorenzo,
Pamela Fasel, Frank Family, Karen Fidler, Jeanine
Fitzmaurice, Frances Gascon, Linda Goor, Mary Graﬀ,
Richard Groves, Tom Guy, Charles Hall, Daniel Kaiser,
Christopher Kennedy, Logan Kennelly, Becky Kern, Sco
Michael Kers n, Ron Klem, Joyce Kordas, Christopher
Koszyk, Erin Krasny, Mary Leidinger, Michael Leon, Lisa
Malloy, Ann Mar n, Peter Meister, Chris N., Kathy
Raimondi, Filomena Randazzo, Rita Raso, Harold
Reinheimer, Nydia Rodriguez, Dave Roller, John
Schneider, Anne Schmid, Ramona Sedivy, Lisa Schmaus,
Lorri Schwarz, Verne & Mary Semrau, Robert Smith,
Sara Solorio, Michael T., Rick Tomaska, Mary Jo Totos,
Kevin Tracey, Jackie Vr s, Zofia Wozniczka, Marge
Yackem, Jeane e Zahn

The Prayer Shawl Ministry
provides a way to wrap
people in prayer. Please
call the oﬃce (847) 979-0901
to pick up a shawl, blanket
or pocket prayer cloth for a
member of the church community that is in need of
our prayers. Mee ngs are generally the fourth
Wednesday and third Saturday of each month in
Shea Hall or, weather permi ng, the Marian
Garden. Please check the parish calendar on our
website for upcoming dates.
Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/OLBSPrayerShawl/

To continue to have sick relatives and friends included in the
intentions list in our parish bulletin, please call the parish
office (847) 979-0901.

Grant Unto Them Eternal Rest…
Edward Schmi
Fernando Fernandez
Please con nue to pray for all lives
lost in the Highland Park parade
shoo ng and those lost to COVID-19,
from our OLBS family and beyond.

Join Rosary Group most
Tuesday Evenings at 7pm at SJE
to pray the Rosary.
Watch the bulle n and website
calendars for complete schedule.
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Thank you for your generosity.
Your stewardship Treasure returned to
God for the support of our Church ministries.
Weekly Oﬀertory August 7, 2022

$18,342.00
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GIFT A KARATE CERTIFICATE

®

INVEST LOCALLY

For Grandkids or Kids
www.americantigerkarate.org

401(k) Rollovers ✽ Life Insurance ✽ Business Planning ✽ Disability Insurance
IRAs ✽ Retirement Planning ✽ Estate Planning ✽ College Funding/529 Plans

630-242-3327 www.gennuso.com
1801 S. Meyers Road, Suite 150, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Woodbury Financial Services, Inc. (WFS), member FINRA/SIPC. WFS
is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of WFS.

  
ELITE LEVEL
SHOOTING
INSTRUCTION
Varsity/College
Level Players Only

Targeting local business makes good “Cents”–
Get your name out there by advertising in local
parish bulletins. Contact us today for your next
advertising move and we will work with you for
your next “AD THAT WORKS!”

847-593-6390
Law Offices of
Ralph J. Schumann
(847) 273-8700

Check us out at www.jspaluch.com

• Wills and Trusts
- Estate Planning
• Real Estate - Residential
and Commercial
• Business and Corporate Law
Parishioner and Song Leader
www.SchumannLaw.com

Alexian Village of Elk Grove
PRIVATE SUPPORTIVE CARING APARTMENTS

Life enrichment is our priority: Physically • Mentally • Spiritually
847.437.8070
975 Martha St. Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

WHY ADVERTISE

   

Contact Coach Hess for details:

CatholicCruises andTours andThe Apostleship
of the Sea of the UnitedStates of America

(CST 2117990-70)

Peter R. Gennuso, CFP
Matthew Gennuso
Paul T. Gennuso, J.D.

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

maxbasketballacademy@gmail.com

CENTRAL PLUMBING
COMPANY, INC.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Since 1980
4 Generations of Plumbers
Commercial & Residential
Repairs & Remodeling - Water Heaters
Disposals - Sump Pumps - Rodding

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

847-253-9181

Tom Ryan ~ Kevin Ryan
IL. LIC # PL16019

LIC. # 055-012918

2.75% Credit Card Convenience Fee

ASK FOR THE PARISH DISCOUNT!
ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
55 YEARS OR OLDER!
www.centralplumbingco.com

Grow in your faith, find a Mass, and connect
with your Catholic Community with OneParish!
Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!
Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard
Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection.
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and be
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it
deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of
such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not
sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never to
clog or we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine
needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy
attachment

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.
•
•
•
•

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

Call Today!

Complete Auto & Truck Repair
Collision and Body Repair
Car Care, Inc.

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

www.rolandoscarcare.com
Mechanical 847-228-5036 • Body Shop 847-979-8570
Certified Public Accountant

MARK VOTTERO

10% OFF
YOUR UPS SHIPPING

836 S. Arlington Hts.
847-956-1112
• NOTARY PUBLIC
8:30AM - 3PM M-F
• SHREDDING SERVICES

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
95 a month
Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

847.492.1444

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

009244 Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament

Check It Out Today!
www.jspaluch.com

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Your
ad

1700 Busse Rd., Elk Grove Village

Elk Grove Village

billed quarterly

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Personal & Business Services
Accounting • Taxes

847-690-9820

mvotterocpa@gmail.com

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of
Catholic Parishes

could
be in this
space!
Celebrating and
Honoring Cherished
Lives for 45 Yrs.

847-640-0566
chapelb@sbcglobal.net

Terry & Tony
Maioriello
Parishioners

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

